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terest, and naturally subjects it to the severest
possible test. It challenges the wit of man to in-
vestigation. We fail to receive the full impression
it ought to make upon us, because we have been
familiar with it from childhood ; but, divesting
ourselves as far as we can of prepossessions, when
we take a fair comprehensive view of the history
of Jesus Christ, we must see that it stands more
completely apart from all other biographies, than
the sun in its vertical brightness from the hosts
of stars hidden by his rays. We can imagine
other suns like ours around which planets lay
their courses, but we cannot think of another
Jesus, nor of another history like his. We read,
in the beginning of our sacred volume and in con-
nection with the great calamity of the fall, the
promise of God, that the seed of the woman should
bruise the serpent's head. Four thousand years
elapse, filled with the melancholy results of sin.
Then Jesus of Nazareth appears. He comes into
the world as no other ever did. Though born, he
is made of a woman; though free from sin, he is
" made under the law" which holds all men with-
out exception under a common condemnation.
The wonders attending his birth find no parallel
in human history. Nor is it much less wonderful
that a being, whose birth was attended with such
august manifestations, amidst the humblest cir-
cumstances, instead of growing up to early dis-
tinction, power, and renown, should absolutely
sink out of sight for the first thirty years of his
life. Nothing like this, in fact or fiction, is to be
found in the annals of the world. At the end of